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or to interfere with its successful execution by first ordering
a partial mobilization. This decision "was telephoned to
the Tsar who authorized taking steps accordingly." It was
also, according to Baron Schilling, "received with enthusi-
asm by the small circle of those acquainted with what was
in progress."41
Dobrorolski, who had meanwhile collected the three nee*
essary signatures, started for the Central Telegraph Office
to send out the general mobilization order. And Sazonov
dispatched a telegram to the Russian Ambassadors in Paris
and London, which hardly stated fully and frankly either
the communication of Pourtales or the momentous step
which Russia was on the point of taking:
*
The German Ambassador informed me today of the de-
cision of the German Government to mobilize its armed
forces, if Russia did not stop her military preparations*
Now, in point of fact, we only began these preparations in
consequence of the mobilization of eight army corps already
undertaken by Austria, and owing to her evident unwilling-
ness to accept any means of arriving at a peaceful settle-
ment of her dispute with Serbia.
As we cannot comply with the wishes of Germany, we
have no alternative but to hasten on our own armaments
and to assume that war is probably inevitable,42
If we put confidence in the complete sincerity of the
telegram just quoted, and in the accuracy of Schilling's
Diary as to the crowded events of July 29, as some writers
41 Schilling's Duiry, p. 50.
42 Sazonov to Izvolski and Renckendorff, tg. 1551, July 30; L.N,, II,
289; B.D,, 300.   R.O.B., 68, omits the words, "of oight army corps;" and
it was not true that Ruasia only began her military preparations in con-
sequence of the mobilization already undertaken by Austria; she begun
them on the night of July 25-26, before she had heard of the Austrian par-
tial mobilization against Serbia.   Suzonov's telegram to Izvolski goes on
to thank France for Paleologue's declaration of French support, "in the
existing circumstances very valuable to us," and to urge that England
should at once join Russia and France (see above, at notes 5-11).